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 It is an honor to serve as your chairman.  
 We’re off  to a busy start as our Legisla-
tive Day at the Capitol in Columbia has taken 
place with fi fty people from across the state 
attending to connect with their legislators.  
 Seven SC Tree Farm Program members 
attended the American Forest Foundation 
National Leadership Conference in Louis-
ville, KY where we met Tree Farmers from 
across our nation and discussed issues 
common to us all.
 It will be impossible to fi ll the shoes of our 
past chairman, Scott Phillips. He’s been in-
volved with Tree Farm for fourteen years, 
served as our treasurer and most recently as 
chairman. He provided great leadership, and 
we plan to build on what he has accomplished.
 Much of our success is owed to Dr. 
George Kessler and Dr. Walt McPhail.  They 
had the foresight to move us into a mem-
bership and certifi cation program which will 
help sustain our organization and access 
markets that require certifi ed wood.  They 
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performed the “George and Walt show” 
across our state to sell the idea of chang-
ing our program and recruit members. They 
also performed numerous other tasks to 
make our organization stronger.
 There are many other people who serve 
in the Tree Farm Program and make it suc-
cessful. Our committee chairs are fi rst class 
and can be counted on to do their jobs. 
Landowners and natural resource profes-
sionals take time to attend our quarterly 
meetings and other events.  The Forestry 
Association’s staff  are the gears that get our 
work done. Thank you to all who contribute 
to the success of Tree Farm!

Why am I in the South Carolina Tree Farm 
Program? It’s great to be around Tree 
Farmers who share a common interest, 
particularly love for the land.  Our Program 
consists of a community of individuals and 
families representing about 400,000 acres 
of private forestland in the Palmetto State.  
Tree Farmers are joined by the desire for 
excellence in forest stewardship which in-
cludes a commitment to protect watersheds 
and wildlife habitat, conserve soil, provide 
recreation, aesthetics and produce the wood 
our state, nation and world needs.  Network-
ing and making connections with other land-
owners, sharing ideas, learning from each 
other, and connecting with professional for-
esters are more of the many benefi ts.
 The Tree Farm Program Board and 
Committee are committed to Education and 
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Outreach to provide more learning oppor-
tunities for landowners.  Upcoming tours, 
seminars and workshops are listed in this 
newsletter.  As a Tree Farm member, you 
receive two SC Tree Farm Newsletters
a year, the American Forest Foundation’s 
Woodland magazine, and emails about 
events.  You also receive one complimen-
tary copy of National Woodlands magazine.

Being Pro-active. While you’re enjoying 
your forests and growing wood, someone 
is likely trying to take some of your rights 
away or pass legislation aff ecting you.  Tree 
Farm advocacy, such as the yearly Legisla-
tive Day, helps protect your property rights 
including the right to grow timber. Items of 
interest this year were keeping the agricul-
tural use valuation for property taxes and 
the agricultural sales tax exemption. Losing 
these would hurt the economics of growing 
trees as a crop.  Keeping the agencies that 
serve us landowners, Clemson Extension 
Service, the SC Forestry Commission and 
the Conservation Bank funded at adequate 
levels is also a priority.

Two New Projects we’re working on are 
the Landscape Management Plan module 
and Pee Dee Outreach Initiative. 
 More markets want “Certifi ed” wood.  
Being certifi ed assures that wood is be-
ing produced in a sustainable manner ac-
cording to Tree Farm Standards.  You must 
have a management plan that meets the 

by  Wa l l ace  B .  Woodby  Wa l l ace  B .  Woodby  Wa l l ace  B .  Wood
message

G r e e t i n g s !
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 As the weather is warming and our forests 
are turning green again, many Tree Farm-
ers are taking this time to check on the sta-
tus of their woodlands.  You may be fi nding 
new projects and maintenance needs, and 
keeping an eye out for forest health and in-
vasive species issues.  If you visit with your 
forester, ask them to complete an optional 
Tree Farm inspection while they are there.  
It is a good practice to have an inspection 
every 5 years to show a strong record of 
sustainable forestry, and is a good way to 
make sure your management plan is up to 
date.  Enjoy your Tree Farm this season!

Guy R. Sabin
SC Tree Farm’s State Administrator

treefarm@scforestry.org, 803/798-4170

 Welcome to this issue 
of SC Tree Farm NEWS 
-- a publication of the 
South Carolina Tree 
Farm Committee.  It pro-
vides a vibrant reflection 
of the myriad aspects of 
SC Tree Farming.  Am so 
proud of the great work 
of our Tree Farmers and 
Committee. Thank you 
all!

Frances L. Taylor, Forestry Association 
Communications Director & FASC Tree 

Farm Committee representative
803/798-4170 or scfa@scforestry.org

Guy R Sabin

editor’s note 

state Tree Farm
administrator’s

comments

standards to achieve this level.  You are not 
guaranteed higher prices, but being “Certi-
fi ed” may give you preference in the market 
place as more customers are demanding 
sustainably grown wood.
 A big hurdle in getting Tree Farmers cer-
tifi ed is completing a management plan that 
meets Tree Farm Standards. The American 
Forest Foundation, our parent organization, 
has been working on a management plan 
template for foresters which will make do-
ing a plan easier.  This has been piloted in 
Alabama and Florida and now being devel-
oped in our state by the SC Forestry Com-
mission. The template is slated to be com-
pleted this summer, foresters will receive 
training on it, and then hopefully we can get 
more landowners certifi ed.
 We’re partnering with Audubon Society, 
Longleaf Alliance and others on the Pee 
Dee Landowner Outreach Initiative. Goal is 
to reach Pee Dee area landowners not cur-
rently actively engaged in forest manage-
ment.  Tree Farm will assume the adminis-
trative role/keep records and do mailings. 
This will give us an opportunity to reach out 
to landowners with our Tree Farm message, 
and try to get them to become members and 
actively engaged in forest management
 I am excited about Tree Farm and the 
opportunities we have in 2019.  I look for-
ward to seeing you at one of our events.

Wallace Wood can be contacted at 
864/333-2393 (home/office); 864/993-
5012 (C); or wwd@wctel.net
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Russell Hubright presents the District 6 Tree Farmer 
of the Year plaque to Bill McCrary.

District 11 Tree Farmer of the Year Mac Rhodes (left) 
accepts his plaque from Russell Hubright.

District 7 Tree Farmer of the Year Dr. Knowlton W. 
Johnson shows off  his plaque.

Scott Phillips, right, is thanked for his service as 
SC Tree Farm Committee Chairman by Wallace Wood.

Eric Smith and his wife scan Tree Farm materials.

FASC President & CEO Cam Crawford outlines key legislative issues.

Tree Farmers had an opportunity to meet with legislators.

Tree Farmers at the Statehouse. 

2013 SC Tree Farmer of the Year Mike Meetze 
received special recognition by the SC Pre-
scribed Fire Council.

SC Tree Farm Committee Inspections Chairman Ken 
Leach poses a question.

The SC Tree Farm Committee’s Legislative Day was held March 7 at the State-
house to increase awareness of Tree Farming and the importance of forestry. 
Forestry Association President & CEO Cam Crawford briefed attendees on 
key legislative issues and State Forester Scott Phillips discussed Forestry 
Commission budget priorities. Photos: Doug Wood, Director of Communica-
tions, SC Forestry Commission.



ISSUE ONE 2019/SC Tree Farm News/Page 6

By: Stephen Pohlman, Jr., Clemson Ex-
tension Forestry Agent, Edgefi eld, SC

 When a forester is helping you make 
decisions on your property, the mea-
surement of basal area is very impor-
tant. Basal area is simply the cross sec-
tional square footage of standing timber. 
By knowing this measurement, a forest-
er can determine how to work with the 
stand to best meet your objectives.
 Most foresters use a wedge prism to 
determine basal area (BA) for a timber 
stand. The wedge prism is basically 
a wedge of glass that is metered as 
a ‘factor’, which is due to the amount 
of refraction caused by the wedge’s 
angle. A basal area factor (BAF) of 
10 is the most common used. Though 
wedge prisms can be obtained through 
forestry equipment suppliers, at times 
a wedge prism might not be available 
in the fi eld. So what else can you use?
 Homemade basal area devices typi-
cally range from a pencil, a penny, a 
washer, a slim piece of wood or your 
thumb. The only prerequisite for the 
device you select is that it must have 
a measurable width in inches. Next, 
multiply the width measurement by 
33. Your answer will be how far from 
your eye you need to hold the item in 
front of you. To maintain an accurate 
distance, a measured string can be at-
tached.

THE  EXERC ISE
1. Choose a random spot in your tim-
ber stand; this is known as a ‘plot’.
2. Your eye will be the center of the 
plot. With one eye closed, aim your 
device at 4.5’ up the fi rst tree (4.5’ = 
diameter at breast height, aka DBH).
3. If the width of the device (the pen-
ny) is smaller than the width of the tree 
(meaning the tree is bigger), count it 
as ‘in’.
4. If the width of the device is larger 
than the width of the tree, it is consid-
ered ‘out’.
5. If the width of the device is the same 
width as the tree, it is considered to be 

‘borderline’. In my fi eld experience, if 
you count every other borderline tree 
in your tally, you will be as accurate as 
possible.
6. After the fi rst tree is determined to 
be ‘in/out/borderline’ while standing in 
the same place, rotate 360 degrees 
until every tree has been checked un-
til you come full circle back to the fi rst 
tree. It is helpful to always pick a tree 
that easily stands out to you and al-
ways rotate in the same direction.
7. Once the fi rst plot is complete, ran-
domly pick another in the same timber 
stand making sure that plots do not over-
lap. Repeat the above by tallying only 
the ‘in’ and every other ‘borderline’ trees.
8. Lastly, add all of your tallied trees 
together. This will include all of the ‘in’ 
trees and your every other borderline 
trees as well. Next, divide that number 
by the total number of plots you took. 
Then multiply that number by 10 (our 
Basal Area Factor). The answer is your 
stand’s basal area.

FORMULA TO CALCULATE BASAL AREA
(total # of tallied trees / total # of plots) 
X 10 = Basal Area for your timber 
stand.

Stephen Pohlman, Jr. can be reached at 
803/637-3161 ext. 117 or 864/245-1291.  
He is the Clemson Cooperative Extension 
Area Forestry Agent for Aiken, Allendale, 
Bamberg, Barnwell, Edgefi eld, and Saluda.

Homemade 
Devices To

Determine 
Basal
Area

FORMULA  TO  DETERMINE 
DEV ICE  D ISTANCE

‘Width of item in Inches’ x 33 = 
Distance item is held from eye in 
inches.
Device example: A penny.  A pen-
ny measures approximately .75”
.75” x 33 = 24.75” Thus 24.75” is 
how far we need to hold the pen-
ny from our eye for this exercise. 
 One of the biggest diff erences 
one needs to remember when 
comparing use of a wedge prism 
to their homemade BA device; 
the wedge prism is the plot cen-
ter, whereas your eye is the plot 
center with your homemade de-
vice.



By: Emily Oakman, FASC’s Director of 
Landowner Outreach, Forestry Educa-
tion and Programs

 The American Tree Farm System 
(ATFS) has made insurmountable im-
pacts on non-industrial landownership 
for 78 years and counting. In South 
Carolina, alone, membership and cer-
tifi cation has grown tremendously in all 
12 districts since it was founded in 1941. 
In light of this, new programs are being 
developed that incorporate new and 
unique opportunities within Tree Farm 
education, including initiatives with Proj-
ect Learning Tree (PLT), and new ap-
proaches to outreach within our county 
communities. Using approaches like 
these will appeal to a broader audience, 
and ultimately inform more people about 
the ATFS message and our dedicated 
South Carolina Tree Farmers. 
 From the early years of its exis-
tence, the South Carolina Tree Farm 
program has facilitated tours through-
out the state and for numerous groups, 
including individuals with backgrounds 
other than forestry and those in the 
federal, state and private sectors. The 
goal of these tours is to show off  sus-
tainable forestry practices, and just 
like the people that own them, all tours 
are unique. Being able to conduct 
these tours provides a means of pride 
and togetherness for many landown-
ers, just as being a part of the ATFS 
brings the national forestry commu-
nity together. One of the major issues 
identifi ed by ATFS, however, has been 
imparting our passion for forestry to 
the future generations. Project Learn-
ing Tree (PLT) is a national program 
that is aimed at doing just that, provid-
ing a means for teachers to apply ap-
pealing forestry and sustainability top-

ics to school-aged kids in every state. 
Over 20,000 educators in SC alone 
have been trained to use this program, 
so that they can take it back to their 
schools and use it in their own class-
rooms. The push is now incorporating 
PLT-trained teachers and PLT lessons 
into Tree Farm Tours to get children 
outside and learning about forestry in 
a diff erent way. This eff ort is unique 
because the PLT lessons can now 
be taught by our Tree Farm landown-
ers with real-world examples. The SC 
Forestry Foundation created a trans-
portation grant that lessens the cost of 
school travel to Tree Farms and other 
educational destinations in an eff ort to 
promote this initiative.  
 Mike Meetze is a Tree Farmer who 
had the opportunity to guide a PLT 
Tree Farm tour of his own property for 
11th grade students in the fall of 2018. 
“They got to see the whole operation, 
various forest products, and did a few 
activities from Project Learning Tree 
like ‘Goods from the Woods’ where 
they learned about the fi ve thousand 
diff erent wood products people use 
on a daily basis,” said Meetze. During 
the tour, ArborGen donated saplings 
for the children to plant an area of the 
property that needed to be replanted. 
“The theme was that I plant most of my 
trees, and cut them later for fi nancial 
gain. Most of them had never seen 
or done anything like that before, and 
they were very receptive to it. It’s good 
to know that our Tree Farm has had 
an impact on the kids’ understanding 
that trees are a sustainable resource.” 
The tour went so well that the class is 
scheduled to return to the Meetze Tree 
Farm again this spring. I have also had 
the pleasure of working with several 
other eager Tree Farmers to coordi-

nate more PLT Tree Farm tours in the 
coming months. 
 As the Tree Farm community con-
tinues to grow, I believe that we have 
to start reaching diff erent audiences 
for outreach and education. In addition 
to PLT Tree Farm tours, there has also 
been an emerging eff ort by Tree Farm-
ers to educate the public on roadside 
litter. As the Director of Landowner 
Outreach, Forestry Education and Pro-
grams and a recent Clemson Master’s 
graduate, I believe that citizen science 
can be a powerful tool in this case. We 
are hoping to team up with Lander Uni-
versity students to clean up a few ma-
jor roads, and collect data on the litter 
accumulation. This eff ort is very new, 
but will hopefully provide the Lander 
students with more knowledge of both 
the SC Tree Farm and Forestry Foun-
dation, and give us quantifi able infor-
mation that we can potentially use to 
infl uence changes. 
 If you would like to become more 
involved with the PLT Tree Farm tour 
initiative, or the litter clean-up project, 
please contact me.

Emily Oakman can be reached at eoak-
man@scforestry.org or 803/798-4170. 
Photo of Mike Meetze taken by FASC’s Emily Oakman

Tree Farm Programs
and Initiatives
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It’s good to 
know that 
our Tree 
Farm has had 
an impact 
on the kids’ 
understanding 
that trees are a sustainable 
resource. -- Mike Meetze
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By: Tish Lynn, Director of Communications,
Center for Heirs’ Property Preservation

Protecting Family Land. When the 
Center for Heirs’ Property Preservation was 
fi rst established as a non-profi t organization 
in 2005 in South Carolina, its mission was 
to provide legal education and services to 
heirs’ property owners so they could obtain 
clear title to their land and keep it. 
 What is heirs’ property? It is land that 
has been passed down without a Will so 
that it is owned by multiple family mem-
bers. Owning land in this way puts it at high 
risk for loss. It also limits what the family 
can do with it because there isn’t a living 
person’s name on the deed. Clearing title 
is essential for landowners to realize the 
full economic potential of their land.
 Historically, many heirs’ property landown-
ers did not know their rights nor the risks of 
owning land in this way. They were denied 
knowledge and access to the judicial system, 
which made them vulnerable to land loss and 
land abuse. The Center began to change 
that with its free education and direct legal 
services.
 The biggest hurdle was the lack of trust. 
From 2005 to 2013, the Center worked 
with pastors and local leaders in rural com-
munities to earn that trust and provide the 
legal help that families needed to clear title 
to their family land.

Now What? The inevitable question that 
followed was – “So, now what?  What can I 
do with my land to make it profi table for me 
and my family?”  
 In 2013, the Center was funded by the 
U.S. Endowment of Forestry and Communi-
ties to launch the “Sustainable Forestry and 
African American Land Retention” pilot proj-
ect. This was the beginning of the Center 
working with families to manage their land 
for timber with the help of dozens of part-
ners in the USDA and timber industry.
 “Our goal is to make the land work for peo-
ple, rather than the people constantly working 
to maintain the land,” explains the Center’s 
Chief Executive Offi  cer Jennie Stephens. 
 Just as heirs’ property owners had been 
taken advantage of, many African Ameri-
can landowners had had their trees cut 
for far less than they were worth over the 
years. They didn’t know the value of what 
they had. They were “historically under-
served.” They had been left out of the edu-
cational opportunities and programs they 

needed. As one of the Center’s forestry 
participants described it – “My father and 
grandfather weren’t welcome where they 
might have found out what they needed to 
know.” 
 These families have had a lot of catching 
up to do and so have the industry profes-
sionals in order to work successfully to-
gether for mutual benefi t. 

Building Trust, Education and Pro-
gram Access are Keys to Success.
The fi rst hurdle was building trust. The 
Center’s longstanding relationship with the 
USDA/Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) of SC was essential to this 
process. For several years prior to the U.S. 
Endowment funding, NRCS county agents 
had been attending the Center’s educa-
tional seminars. 
 “It was imperative for NRCS to build rela-
tionships and trust with the landowners who 

did not know of our agency’s existence and 
the assistance we had to off er them,” said 
Ann English, USDA/NRCS – SC State Con-
servationist. “Working with the Center al-
lowed us the opportunity to bridge that gap.”
 This vital partnership helped unlock the 
fi rst door to the economic asset of land-
ownership for these families. They now 
knew their land had value and could do 
something with it.   
 The second hurdle was overcoming and 
bridging the lack of knowledge – both on 
the part of the landowner and timber indus-
try professionals. Landowners had to learn 
about land management plans; what trees 
would best grow on their land and the many 
facets of a timber business. Industry profes-
sionals had to be more patient and provide 
a higher level of education and understand-
ing to the landowners – “meet them where 
they were” for greater success. 
 “An essential role that staff  foresters 

Center forestry participant Mary Hill with Chuck Leavell. Three Center landowners are fea-
tured on Leavell’s third PBS show episode of “America’s Forests” which premiers in South 
Carolina in early summer. He is a keyboardist for The Rolling Stones and 1999 National 
Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year.

How a South Carolina Non-Profi t Providing 
Legal Services…Got into Forestry

 PREVENTION:  Prevent the loss and growth of heirs’ property (HP) by:
 Conducting free Wills Clinics to draft simple wills
Conducting education seminars on HP and the Center’s forestry program (SFP) 
Probating estates within the 10 years required by SC law

 RESOLUTION:  Resolve the HP title issues by:
Providing direct legal services needed for families to obtain clear title to their land

 LAND UTILIZATION: Promote sustainable use of the land to benefi t landowners 
 economically by:
Providing forestry education, access to technical assistance, resources and 

 programs and connection to professionals to help families develop and implement
 long term forest management plans to increase the value and income from their land.

THE CENTER’S THREE BUCKETS OF WORK
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These tips were included in the program book prepared 
by Skeet and Gail Burris, 2000 National Outstanding 
Tree Farmers of the Year, for the Nov. 7, 2018 Tree 
Farm tour held on their Cypress Bay Plantation.

1. Develop a vision for your Tree Farm. Have the 
family sit down and write a clear and concise vision 
of what your Tree Farm should become in a specific 
time in the future.
2. Obtain the services of a professional forester -- 
whether consulting, state, Extension Service or industrial. 
3. A forest plan is a “must.”
4. Keep your forest and wildlife management plan 
current. Although many plans are updated every 10 
years, consider  updating yours every three to four years.
5. Don’t reinvent the wheel, visit as many Tree Farms 
as possible; copy what works for your neighbors.
6. Educate yourself and your family. Attend local, 
state and national Tree Farm functions. Take for-
estry and wildlife courses from Extension Services, 
forestry associations and industry-sponsored events.
7. Put what you have learned to work. Don’t be afraid 
to try what you have learned from other Tree Farmers 
and from educational courses you have taken.
8. Ask for help. If you are not certain how to start 
a project or if you encounter an obstacle, take ad-
vantage of the abundant resources available to you. 
Your professional forester is a good place to start.
9. Join an association. Become an active member 
in your local landowner group and state Tree Farm 
committee.
10. Share with others. Be willing to share your Tree 
Farm -- and all the successes and failures associated 
with its management -- with other Tree Farmers.

play is fostering a comfortable working relationship between forestry vendors 
(consultants, contractors, timber buyers, etc.) and our landowners,” says 
Steve Patterson, Center Director of Forestry Service.
 The third hurdle was getting land titles cleared, if they weren’t already, so 
families could more easily move to the next steps of forest management, such 
as getting a forest management plan, applying for NRCS programs and par-
ticipating in the S.C. Tree Farm program. Here, the Center’s legal and forestry 
departments work closely together with landowners to provide them with a dual 
track of legal and forestry services. 
 One of the biggest threats to wood volume is unmanaged forestland. The 
Center’s combination of legal and forestry work is helping turn that around. 
Today, the Center has provided sustainable forestry education and services to 
450 landowners who own more than 30,000 acres of forestland. 

Land Ethic Evolution.  For many generations, African Americans viewed 
their land fi rst as an ancestral legacy to be protected and preserved, rather 
than as an economic asset to be developed. Heirs’ property was more of a 
liability than asset. The “woods out back” had many connotations – good and 
bad. Its value as a crop was not fully understood. Boundary lines were unclear. 
Trees were cut haphazardly and land was left rutted and damaged.  Unman-
aged land suff ered.
 With education and access to programs and fi nancial assistance, the Cen-
ter is helping families unlock the economic potential of their land through for-
estland management. With the knowledge they gain, they decide what they 
want to do with their land. They may combine forestry and agriculture. They 
may dedicate a portion to promoting wildlife. They may grow loblolly or long-
leaf pine. They may lease it for hunting.  
 Challenges facing professional foresters working with these landowners 
include: 1) Managing expectations; 2) Helping landowners with less than 10 
acres; 3) Gaining trust, especially when referring other professionals; and 4) 
Out-of-pocket costs for landowners.
 Financial assistance is critical. These landowners couldn’t be plunged into 
the established pool of landowners who regularly qualifi ed and received NRCS 
“Environmental Quality Incentive Program” (EQIP) support. Their chances of 
being awarded assistance were low, as newcomers. At the same time, their 
need to believe in the program and their success in it was high. The NRCS – 
SC understood that this was a unique situation. They therefore set aside a pool 
of EQIP funds for which these landowners would compete among themselves. 
 “We were able to target EQIP funds to assist with forestland restoration and 
retention in the project area,” said English, NRCS – SC State Conservation-
ist. “Conservation is more than just putting practices on the ground. It’s about 
building those grass root relationships and coming together to help preserve 
the land for future generations.”
 It worked. The results are quantifi able. Center landowners have received 
more than $2 million in EQIP and other fi nancial assistance to help pay for 
forestland practices. In 2018-19, the Center facilitated the planting of 340,000 
seedlings on 547 acres of land owned by 17 families. Their land, which had 
historic and cultural meaning and value, now has economic meaning and value, 
which is exactly what their ancestors had always hoped it would. 

Tish Lynn, Director of Communications, Center for Heirs’ Prop-
erty Preservation, can be reached at 843/745-7055 or tlynn@
heirsproperty.org.

For more, go to: www.heirsproperty.org and look at the video at: http://
mrbf.org/storybank/value-land 
 The Center for Heirs’ Property Preservation provides legal servic-
es and forestry services in Allendale, Bamberg, Beaufort, Berkeley, 
Charleston, Clarendon, Colleton, Dorchester, Hampton, Georgetown, 
Jasper, Orangeburg, Sumter and Williamsburg counties. To date, the Center has pro-
vided 2,185 persons with free, one-hour “Advice and Counsel” (A&C) with 523 clients 
receiving direct legal services to clear title. A total of 875 simple wills have been drafted 
at free, community Wills Clinics; more than 451 families (who collectively own in excess 
of 30,000 acres) have benefi ted from various levels of education and expert resources 
to develop and implement sustainable forestry management plans, and 230 titles have 
been cleared on family land with a total tax-assessed value of $13.4 million. 

Top 10Tips
from Skeet & Gail Burris
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 The SC Tree Farm Field Tour will be held May 16 at the 
Richland County Tree Farm of  W. Patrick Dorn, Jr. -- 2017 
SC Tree Farmer of the Year. Dorn served as 2003 Forestry 
Association Chairman and was 2000 Chairman of Richland 
Co. Forestry Association.

Tour Stops
Stop I:  Archaeological Site 
Stop 2:  Managing Forests Along A 
  Scenic River
Stop 3:  Timber As An Investment 

 TOUR CONTACTS: Pat Dorn at 803/767-1310, pdorn@
anchorinvestmentmanagement.com; or Field Tour Chair 
Anneta Pritchard at 803/664-2029, apritchard@scfc.gov.

 The SC Tree Farmer of the Year Award
was presented to Dr. Knowlton W. John-
son during the Forestry Association of 
SC’s  Nov. 9, 2018 Awards and Recognition 
Breakfast. Knowlton has had his Chester-
fi eld, SC property enrolled in the American 
Tree Farm System for several years and the 
land has been under a written management 
plan since 2010. The Tree Farm [now called 
Johnson Experimental Forest] has been 
used by Clemson forestry students in forest 
management classes.

NEW MANUAL. The SC Forestry Com-
mission is off ering an updated edition of 
the native forest tree identifi cation manual 
called Forest Trees of South Carolina. 
The guide features full-color photographs, 
an illustrated guide to tree and leaf anato-
my, range maps for every species and an-
ecdotal and characteristic keys to identify-
ing South Carolina’s native trees.
 The public may purchase hard copies for 
$10 each at Forestry Commission head-
quarters, 5500 Broad River Rd., Colum-
bia, SC (check, payable to SC Forestry 
Commission, or cash), Harbison State 
Forest (credit/debit/cash) or Sand Hills 
State Forest (credit/debit/cash).
 Contact: Doug Wood, SCFC Director 
of Communications, 803/968-1576 (C), 
DWood@scfc.gov, or 803/896-8820 (O).

RESEARCH NOTES.  S C  T r e e  F a r m  h a s  b e e n  p a r t  o f  s e v e r a l  r e -
s e a r c h  p a p e r s  w i t h  C l e m s o n  U n i v e r s i t y  l a t e l y .  I n c l u d e d  a r e :
 South Carol ina forestland owners’  wi l l ingness to accept compensations for
 carbon sequestration.” Mustapha Alhassan,  Marzieh Motal lebi ,  Bo Song
 Evaluat ing Myopic Loss Aversion of  Forest land Owners.   Mustapha Alhassan
 and Marzieh Motal lebi
 Quant i fy ing the Impact of  a F lood and Hurricane Event on Tree Farms in SC: 
 A Survey.  Patr ick Hiesl  and Shari  Rodriquez

Tree Farm Inspectors and some Clemson University forestry students attended a Feb. 
20 Tree Farm Inspector Training Workshop at Clemson, SC. The national Tree Farm Stan-
dards and the SC Tree Farm membership program have increased demand for Inspec-
tions. Many Tree Farmers need new Inspections to be recognized as Fully Certifi ed, and 
all Tree Farm Inspectors must be trained to the new Standard. SC Tree Farm Administra-
tor Guy Sabin took this photo of instructor Eric Smith during the workshop.

Tree Farm Inspector Training Workshop Held

Johnson Is SC Tree
Farmer of the Year

Pat Dorn’s 
TREE FARM
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The Tree Farm National Leadership Conference was held in February in Louisville, KY. 
Theme: Growing Forest Conservation, Together. Pictured above: Mike Meetze [SC Tree 
Farm Committee Vice Chairman, 2013 SC Tree Farmer of the Year, and former FASC 
Board member], Joe Hamilton [former SC District Tree Farmer of the Year], Wallace B. 
Wood [SC Tree Farm Committee Chairman and 2011 SC Tree Farmer of the Year], and 
Barry W. Graden [Director, SFI Forest Partners/Sustainable Forestry Initiative Inc.]. Other 
attendees representing the SC Tree Farm Committee included: Ken Leach [SC Tree Farm 
Committee Inspections Chairman, and FASC Board member], Eric W. Smith [SC Tree 
Farm Committee District 11 Chairman, and former FASC Board member], Scott Phillips 
[past SC Tree Farm Committee Chairman and SC’s State Forester], and Guy Sabin [SC 
Tree Farm State Administrator and FASC’s Vice President]. Also attending from South 
Carolina: Pam Porter [Tree Farmer and Board member of the Forestry Association of SC]. 
Photo: FASC’s Guy Sabin.

 Jimmy C. Sanders was installed as 
Chairman of the Forestry Association of 
South Carolina during the Nov. 9, 2018 
Awards and Recognition Breakfast. Sand-
ers is 2014 SC Tree Farmer of the Year 
and 2017 Chairman of the SC Tree Farm 
Committee. Photo: FASC’s Frances Taylor.

 The USDA State Technical Committee 
met Feb. 13 at SCFC Headquarters, Co-
lumbia, SC. Among attendees: Guy Sabin, 
Walt McPhail, and State Forester Scott 
Phillips. The Committee is composed of 
representatives from federal and state 
conservation agencies, agricultural pro-
ducers, nonprofi t organizations and agri-
business. Pictured: Walt McPhail, 2012 
National Outstanding Tree Farmer of the 
Year, gearing up to pose a question. 

 Mike Meetze, Newberry, SC, was hon-
ored by the SC Prescribed Fire Council 
during the March 7 SC Tree Farm Leg-
islative Day luncheon program. He is a 
former Board member for the Forestry As-
sociation of SC and 2013 SC Tree Farmer 
of the Year. Photo: SCFC’s Doug Wood.

 GROWING OUR FUTURE program will be held May 8, 8:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. 
at T&S Farms, 3500 Pond Branch Rd., Leesville, SC. Anyone interested in managing 
forested lands should attend. Topics: Updates from governmental agencies, Wildlife 
Management in Working Forests, Pond Weeds, Invasive Species, Establishing Basis for 
Timber Tax Purposes,  ArborGen/Taylor Nursery Merger and Improved Genetics, and 
Herbicide Treatments.
 Registration will begin at 7:30 a.m. and lunch will be catered by Shealy’s BBQ.  Registra-
tion Costs:  $80/per person for foresters, $25/per person for general public, $10/per person 
for college students. Contact: Ryan Bean at 803/840-6124 or rbean@clemson.edu.

 FLOWING WELL TRACT TOUR. Join representatives from SC Tree Farm, Long-
leaf Alliance, and Clemson Extension for a tour of Flowing Well tract in Hampton County 
on May 11, 9 a.m.- 2 p.m.  The property is located on Old Salkehatchie Road (Sec. State 
Road 13), 1.5 miles west of intersection with Bamberg Hwy (Hwy 601). [32°58’27”N and 
81°04’17.5”W]
 W. McLeod “Mac” Rhodes, 2018 District 11 Tree Farmer of the Year and the 2017 
Chairman of the Forestry Association of SC, will provide the welcome and other re-
marks. Program topics will include site preparation and planting of longleaf, prescribed 
burning, pine straw production, removal of natural loblolly pine regeneration, and wildlife 
management in longleaf.
 Registration fee: $10/per person for SC Tree Farm members and $15/per person for 
non-members. Registration due by May 7. For more information:  contact Janet Steele 
at 803/534-6280 or jmwatt@clemson.edu.

Tree Farm National Leadership Conference

Meetze Honored

Sanders Is FASC  Chairman

USDA Committee Meets

O GMORE GREAT

SLATED FOR
may 2019



By: Guy Sabin, SC Tree Farm’s State Administrator

 If you visit with a landowner who is clearly enthusiastic about 
managing their land for a certain species or forest community 
then you may want to make use of the Desired Species sec-
tion of the Tree Farm inspection form.  Some landowners want 
to manage for trophy deer, pollinators, bobwhite quail, or bats.  
They may seek to restore longleaf pine or take special mea-
sures to protect hemlock trees.  

Desired Species is an interesting optional category in 
the Tree Farm Standards which is used to refl ect a land-
owner’s passion for a specifi c goal on their property.
 However, you must know that identifying Desired Species 
creates some additional requirements to fulfi ll this part of the 
Standards.  If Desired Species are noted they should be in-
cluded in the landowner’s objectives and described in the man-
agement activities planned to promote those species.   An ad-
ditional indicator states that a landowner should make eff orts to 
learn more about the Desired Species and seek out additional 
information from resources such as nonprofi t organizations, 
state and federal agencies, and cooperative extension.  A good 
sign that Desired Species should be used is when a landowner 

has art work, coff ee table books, and magazines about their de-
sired species!  Being a member of organizations such as Qual-
ity Deer Management, National Wild Turkey Federation, Audu-
bon Society or similar groups also shows a special interest.
 Desired Species is not intended to cover management ob-
jectives or current forest conditions.  Do not use this section for 
goals such as, “loblolly pine for timber income,” or “mixed hard-
woods in bottomlands.”    This section should also not be used 
for general activities such as “landowner hunts deer and tur-
key,” unless active management for those species is integrated 
throughout the management plan.  Also be aware that the Tree 
Farm defi nition of Desired Species includes the phrase, “not 
known to cause negative impacts on the local environment” so 
this section should not promote any alien or invasive species.  
 The key to recognizing Desired Species is the interest level 
of the landowner and the activities planned to bring that desire 
to realization.  Use this section when the landowner’s enthusi-
asm and commitment for a particular species or forest commu-
nity shine throughout their objectives and planned activities.

Guy Sabin can be reached at 803/798-4170 (O) or by emailing to
treefarm@scforestry.org.
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Since becoming a certification program, Tree Farm has grown more rigorous and greater atten-
tion is needed to show how the Standards are being met when completing an inspection. Doing 
a good inspection is more than just meeting certification requirements, it also provides guidance 
and affirmation for your Tree Farmer that they really are leaving the land better than they found it.  
This column provides tips and suggestions for Tree Farm Inspectors.

INSPECTOR 
NOTES:

Desired 
Species



Name _________________________________________Contact Person_______________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________________________________________ State___________  Zip__________________

Home Phone____________________________ Work Phone_________________________ Cell Phone ______________________

County that Tree Farm is located in________________________________________________________________________ 
(Print) Email Address____________________________________________________________

Membership Categories:
   Individual Family Unit - Husband/Wife/Children          Business or Organization     

I would like to join the South Carolina Tree Farm Grassroots Advocacy Group on forestry issues      Yes     No

Do you have a Tree Farm management plan?      Yes      No        Date plan was prepared and/or updated_____________________

Number of forested acres______________________

Do you have a Tree Farm number?   Yes      No      If yes, please provide your Tree Farm number_________________________

Do you have a forester you consult?    Yes      No

Forester’s Name and Company___________________________________________________________________________________

Payment    Total amount submitted_______________________________________
Check (payable to SC Tree Farm Program)
Credit Card:   Visa      MasterCard    Other_____________________________________
Card       #____________________________________________________ Exp._______________Security  Code_____________________
Name (as it appears on card)_______________________________________________Billing  Zip Code________________________

Ask your fellow woodland owners to join! Additional forms are avail-
able from treefarm@scforestry.org or call Guy Sabin at 803/798-4170.

FT--InDesign 6-13-2018

JOIN
the South Carolina

TREE 
FARM
PROGRAM

A P P L I C A T I O N

Acres Dues Amount

 10-100 $60
 101-200 $70
 201-400 $80
 401-600 $100
 601-800 $120
 801-1000 $140
 1001-1200 $160
 1201-1400 $180
 1401-1600 $200
 1601-2000 $220
 2001-3000 $260
 3001 + $350

New TREE FARM DUES

1110-0-0 101010000 $6$6$6000
111010101-2-22000000 $$$707070

444010101-6-6-6000000 $$$101010000
222010101-4-44000000 $$$808080

666010101-888000000 $$$121212000
888010101-1-11000000000 $1$1$1404040
1110000001-1-1-121212000000 $$$161616000
1112020201-1-1 141414000000 $$$181818000
1114040401-1-1 161616000000 $$$202020000
1116060601-1-1-202020000000 $$$222222000
2220000001-1-1 303030000000 $$$262626000
333000000111 ++ $3$3$3505050

Send completed form and payment to: 
South Carolina Tree Farm 
ATTN: Guy Sabin/State Administrator
4901 Broad River Road, Columbia, SC 29212
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BOARD 
Chairman Wallace B. Wood, Jr. [2019-2020]

2011 SC Tree Farmer Of The Year
Pineview Farm, 452 Price’s Mill Rd.

Plum Branch, SC 29845
864/333-2393 (O), 864/993-5012 (C)

wwd@wctel.net

Past Chairman Scott Phillips [2019-2021]
Sec./Treas. [2015-16],Member [2015-12/31/19]

SC State Forester/Forestry Commission Rep.
P O Box 21707, Columbia, SC 29221
803/896-8801 (O), 803/667-1067 (C)

sphillips@scfc.gov

Vice Chairman Mike Meetze [2019-2021]
2013 SC Tree Farmer Of The Year

Tree Farmer [2017-2020] Member [2015-12/31/19]
458 Piester Rd., Newberry, SC 29108 

803/276-2696 or meetzefarms@aol.com

Secretary/Treasurer & District 10 Chair
Warren Duncan [2017-2019]

Sec./Treas. [2017-2020] Member [2015-12/31/19]
Milliken Forestry, 213 N. Grampion Hills Rd.

Columbia, SC  29223
803/788-0590, 803/730-1249
duncan@millikenforestry.com

Tree Farmer Jimmy C. Sanders [2019]
2014 SC Tree Farmer Of The Year

Tree Farmer [2015-2020]; Member [2015-12/31/19]
101 Quail Run Court, Greenwood, SC 29646 

864/993-4421 (C), jsanders2@nctv.com

Tree Farm Inspector Ken Leach
Tree Farm Inspector [2017-’20] 
Member [2015-12/31/19]
Inspections Chair

Paradise Land Co., LLC
507 Pembroke Road, Greenwood,  SC  29646

864/993-4978, kensleach@yahoo.com

At Large Gary Hermann
Member [2017-2021]
District 12 Chair

Bobcat Forestry
442 Dandridge Rd., Walterboro, SC 29488

843/893-7426 (C)
hermann@lowcountry.com

______________________________________
State Program Administrator Guy Sabin 

SC Tree Farm, 4901 Broad River Road 
Columbia, SC 29212

803/798-4170 (O), treefarm@scforestry.org
Membership Services Julie Leary
803/798-4170 (O), Julie@scforestry.org______________________________________

ADVISORY COMMITTEE
District 1 Chair J. Kirk Weyman

Chairman [2016-17], Member [2015-12/31/19] 
404 Loblolly Drive, Anderson, SC 29625

864/226-8476 (H), 864/934-1393 (C)
WeymanK@charter.net

Outreach & Education Chair
Janet Steele

Member [2017-12/31/22]
Clemson Extension, 1550 Henley Street, Suite 200

 Orangeburg, SC 29212
803/534-6280 (O)

Publicity Chair Bob Franklin 
Chairman [2015-’16], Member [2015-12/31/19] 
401 Ravenwood Road, Walterboro, SC 29488
843/893-7775, bobbyfranklin55@gmail.com

Recognition Chair Russell Hubright 
Member [2015-12/31/19]

SC Forestry Commission Representative
P O Box 21707, Columbia, SC 29221
803/896-8823, RHubright@scfc.gov

Tour Chair Anneta Pritchard 
Member [2018-12/31/22]
SC Forestry Commission

353 Fire Tower Road, Orangeburg, SC 29118
803/664-2029, apritchard@scfc.gov

ACF Rep. Kirk Bell  
Member [2015-12/31/19]

Richardson, Bell, McLeod, & Wetzel
1073 Brookhaven Dr., Aiken, SC 29803

803/648-4142 (O), 803/646-6468 (C)
rbmw@atlanticbbn.net

Forestry Association of SC Rep. 
Frances L. Taylor

Member [2015-12/31/19]
4901 Broad River Road, Columbia, SC 29212

803/798-4170 (O), scfa@scforestry.org

SIC Rep. Michael Walker
Member [2016-12/31/19]

International Paper,
4001 McCords Ferry Rd., Eastover, SC 29044 

803/353-7678 (O), 843/359-4504 (C)
Michael.Walker@IPAPER.com

David Bourgeois
Member [2015-12/31/19]

Center for Heirs’ Property Preservation
1535 Sam Rittenberg Blvd., Suite D

Charleston, SC  29407
843/745-7055, dbourgeois@heirsproperty.org

William P. Cate
2015 SC Tree Farmer Of The Year

Member [2016-12/31/20]
2 Cooks Mountain Road, Eastover, SC 29044

803/261-9052 (C), 803/353-8189
buckeyeagsvs@gmail.com

Robert Chambers
Member [2016-12/31/19]

USDA-NRCS, 1835 Assembly Street, 
Room 950, Columbia SC 29201 

803/253-3229 (O), 803/360-1737 (C)
robert.chambers2@sc.usda.gov

Pat Dorn
2017 SC Tree Farmer Of The Year

Member [2018-12/31/23]
1201 Bookman Loop, Winnsboro, SC 29180

803/767-1310 
pdorn@anchorinvestmentmanagement.com

District 2 Chair McCullough Ardrey
Member [2017--12/31/21]

3315 S. Potter Road, Heath Springs, SC 29058
803/804-1838

mardrey@comporium.net

District 3 Chair Jeff  Riggin
Member [2018--12/31/22]
SC Forestry Commission

39 General Henderson Rd., Newberry, SC 29108
803/276-0205, 803/230-0143 (C)

jriggin@scfc.gov

District 4 Chair Jim Brown
Member [2017--12/31/2022]

Evergreen Packaging, 28026 US Hwy 76
Kinards, SC  29355

864/993-0071
jim.brown@everpack.com

District 5 Chair Steve McMillan
Member [2015-12/31/19]

Southeastern Forestry, Inc.
1303 Kathwood Drive, Columbia, SC 29206

803/413-2944 (C), 803/743-9695 (O)
jstevemcmillan@gmail.com

District 6 Chair Michael J. Grant
Member [2015-12/31/19]

Forestry Consultant
825 Mt. Valley Road, Blythewood, SC 29016

803/714-0655 (O), 803/360-4043 (C)
Mikejamesgrant@aol.com

District 7 Chair David Nagel
Member [2015-12/31/19]

American Forest Management
P O Box 240, Bennettsville, SC 29512
843/454-0015 (O), 843/921-3607 (C)

David.Nagel@amforem.biz

District 8 Chair T. J. Lyell
Member [2018-12/31/22]

WestRock, 2202 Paper Mill Rd., 
Florence, SC 29506

843/667-6252 (W), 843/250-9777 (C) 
terry.lyell@westrock.com

District 9 Chair Doug Costin
Member [2015-12/31/19]

International Paper
1515 Bourne St., Georgetown, SC 29440

843/520-5634 (O) 843/240-4504 (C)
douglas.costin@ipaper.com

District 11 Chair Eric W. Smith
Member [2015-12/31/19]

KapStone Charleston Kraft, LLC
5600 Virginia Ave., Charleston, SC 29406

843/745-3258 (O), 864/993-8653 (C)
Eric.Smith@kapstonepaper.com

Fundraising Chair Tom Brant
Member [2015-12/31/19]

Clemson University Cooperative Extension Service
P O Box 1150, McCormick, SC 29835

864/852-2112, Ext. 115 
jbrant@clemson.edu

SC Tree Farm CommitteeDIRECTORYS
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Edward R. Drayton
2008 SC Tree Farmer Of The Year

Member [2015-12/31/19]
Cattails Tree Farm, LLC

200 Westover Drive, Hartsville, SC 29550
843/332-6123, ERD111@aol.com

Randell C. Ewing, Sr.
1998 SC Tree Farmer Of The Year

Past Chairman [2015-’16], Member [2015-12/31/19] 
1108 Hill Crest Road, Hartsville, SC 29550

843/601-2466,  randellewing@aol.com

Randell Ewing, Jr. 
Member [2015-12/31/19]

2547 Millbrook Court, Hartsville, SC 29550
843/858-1515, 843/857-9114

randellewing@aol.com

T. Dave Hegler
Member [2015-12/31/19]

Milliken Forestry Company
213 N. Grampian Hills Road, Columbia, SC 29223

803/788-0590 (O), 803/920-5819, 
hegler@millikenforestry.com

Dr. George D. Kessler
At Large [2015-18]; Member [2015-12/31/19] 

Membership Coordinator
Natural Connections, Inc.

4008 Six Mile Highway, Central, SC 29630
864/868-9487, 864/608-4040 (C)

Gksslr@clemson.edu

Charles W. McKinney, Sr.
2016 SC Tree Farmer Of The Year

Member [2017-12/31/22]
1063 Old Milton Road, Clinton, SC 29325
864/833-4457, cmckinneysr@yahoo.com

Cliff  McKinney
Member [2017-12/31/22]

134 CainhoySt., Orangeburg, SC 29118
803/747-9679

mckinney_clifton@yahoo.com

Dr. Walt A. McPhail
2012 National Tree Farmer of the Year

2001 SC Tree Farmer Of The Year
Member [2015-12/31/19]

2 Jenkins Ct., Mauldin, SC 29662
864/288-7618 (O), Treevetsc@aol.com

Tom W. Patton, Jr.
Member [2015-12/31/19]
SC Forestry Commission

P O Box 21707, Columbia, SC 29221
803/667-1149(C), tpatton@scfc.gov

Matthew Raeckelboom
Member [2017-12/31/20]

International Paper
4001 McCords Ferry Road, Eastover, SC 29044

803/353-7355 (O), 803/413-9882 (C)
matthew.raeckelboom1@ipaper.com

John E. Spearman, Jr.
1999 SC Tree Farmer Of The Year

Member [2015-12/31/19]
Deer Hill, P O Box 37, Lane, SC 29564
843/387-5906 (H), 843/676-5500 (C)

Treefarm1@FTC-i.net

SCTF Committee Meeting Support Debbie Kiser
SC Forestry Commission

Forest Management Section
PO Box 21707, Columbia, SC 29221
803/896-8824 (O), dkiser@scfc.gov

South Carolina Tree 

Farm DISTRICTS

County District 
Abbeville 4
Aiken 5
Allendale 10         
Anderson 1 
Bamberg  10
Barnwell  10
Beaufort 12
Berkeley 11
Calhoun 10
Charleston 11
Cherokee 3
Chester 2
Chesterfi eld 7  
Clarendon  9
Colleton 12
Darlington  7
Dillon 8
Dorchester  11
Edgefi eld  5
Fairfi eld  6
Florence 8
Georgetown 9
Greenville 1

Greenwood 4
Hampton 12
Horry 8
Jasper 12
Kershaw  2
Lancaster 2
Laurens 1
Lee  6
Lexington  5
Marion 8
Marlboro 7
McCormick 4
Newberry 4
Oconee  1
Orangeburg  10
Pickens  1
Richland 6
Saluda  5
Spartanburg  3
Sumter  6
Union 3
Williamsburg  9 
York 3
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Forestry
Association
OF SOUTH CAROLINA

Representing South Carolina’s $21 Billion Forest Industry
4901 Broad River Rd., Columbia, SC 29212

803/798-4170

National
Tree Farmers of the Year

2000 Dr. A. G. “Skeet” and Gail Burris,  
 Cummings, SC
2012 Dr. Walter A. McPhail, Mauldin, SC

REGIONAL Tree 

Farmers of the Year From SC

1996 Dr. A. G. “Skeet” and Gail Burris,  
  Cummings, SC
2000 Dr. A. G. “Skeet” and Gail Burris,  
  Cummings, SC
2003 Dr. Walter A. McPhail, Mauldin, SC
2004 John & Mary Rebecca Spearman, 
  Lane, SC
2005 Dyches Family, Savannah, GA
2007 Johney L. Haralson, Denmark, SC
2012 Dr. Walter A. McPhail, Mauldin, SC

SC Tree Farmer 
of the Year Winners

‘80-’81  S. Guerry Stukes, Summerton, SC
‘81-’82  Ben S. Williamson, Darlington, SC
1982   Mary Julia Royall, Mt. Pleasant, SC
‘83-’84  Rufus B. Lawrimore, Hemingway, SC
‘84-’85  Brookes Lawton, Allendale, SC
‘85-’86  John W. Kemp, Jr., Edgefi eld, SC
‘86-’87  Charles W. Redfearn, Beaufort, SC
‘87-’88  Carroll & Jane Brown, Colleton Co.
‘88-’89  John Carter, Sharon, SC
‘89-’90  James W. Hunt, Jr. Eastover, SC
‘90-’91  Robert Cecil Gentry, Salem, SC
‘91-’92  Tom Turner, Rock Hill, SC
‘92-’93  Francis A. Snelgrove, Lexington, SC
‘93-’94  W. R. “Roy” Watkins, Cassatt, SC 
1995  Dr. A. G. “Skeet” Burris, Beaufort, SC
1996  Gordon E. Gale, Hardeeville, SC
1997 William E. Eutsler, Cheraw, SC
1998 Randell C. Ewing, Hartsville, SC
1999 John Spearman (Deer Hill), Lane, SC
2000 Fred Gantt, Columbia, SC
2001 Dr. Walter A. McPhail, Mauldin, SC
2002 Dyches Family, Savannah, GA
2003 John M. McPhail, Abbeville, SC
2004 Johney L. Haralson, Denmark, SC

2006  Bookman Station, LLC, Columbia, SC
2007  Ben Herlong, Saluda, SC
2008  Edward R. Drayton, Hartsville, SC
2009 Mark T. Jones, Piedmont, SC
2010 Dennis L. Bauknight, Easley, SC
2011 Wallace B. Wood, Jr., Parksville, SC
2012 Joanna Angle, Chester, SC
2013 Mike Meetze, Newberry, SC
2014 Jimmy C. Sanders, Greenwood, SC
2015 William P. Cate, Eastover, SC
2016 The McKinney Family, Clinton, SC
2017 W. Patrick “Pat” Dorn, Jr.
2018 Knowlton W. Johnson

National Tree Farm 
Inspector of the Year

2010  J. Kirk Weyman, Anderson, SC

southern regional 
tree Farm Inspector 
of the Year Recipient

2010  J. Kirk Weyman, Anderson, SC
2002 Tom W. Patton, Jr., Columbia, SC

George D. Kessler 
SC Tree Farm Inspector of 

the Year Recipients
2000 Tom W. Patton, Jr., Columbia, SC
2003 Jeff rey G. Brown, Elgin, SC
2009  J. Kirk Weyman, Anderson, SC
2012 Robert “Bob” G. Miller, Kinards, SC
2013 McCullough Ardrey, Lancaster, SC
Note: Dr. A. G. “Skeet” Burris, Cummings, SC, 
was instrumental in establishing the award. Burris 
named the award after Dr. George D. Kessler in 
honor of his service to the SC Tree Farm program.

National Field Leadership 
Award Recipient

2005 Jeff  Brown, Elgin, SC

National Leadership 
Award Recipient

2018 Dr. George D. Kessler

Upcoming Events
The SC Tree Farm Field Tour will be held 
May 16 at the Tree Farm of Pat Dorn in Rich-
land County, SC.  Contact Guy Sabin at gsa-
bin@scforestry.org or 803/798-4170.

The Annual Tree Farm Forest Own-
ers Program is slated for Nov. 6, 2019 on 
opening day of the Forestry Association’s 
51st Annual Meeting at Wild Dunes Isle of 
Palms, SC. The convention will run Nov. 
6-8. FASC Chairman Jimmy C. Sanders is 
2014 SC Tree Farmer of the Year and a for-
mer Chairman of the SC Tree Farm Com-
mittee. State Forester Scott Phillips will 
provide the State Forester’s Annual Update 
during the Nov. 7 Afternoon General Ses-
sion. The new SC Tree Farmer of the Year 
will be honored on Nov. 8 during the Awards 
& Recognition ceremony.

R e c o g n i t i o n  C o r n e r

Email: treefarm@scforestry.org
Write: South Carolina Tree Farm 
 4901 Broad River Road
 Columbia, SC 29212

S C  T r e e  Fa r m 
C o n ta c t  I n f o r m at i o n


